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Witness at the Beautiful Gate
Acts 3:1-26
C.  The Witness of Peter and John – 3:1 - 4:31

1. The Miracle - 3:1-11

a. The Request - 3:1-3

(1)  Prayer time 9am – 12 Noon - 3 pm this was the latter.
Note: 4:3 put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening.
(2) Place – Temple – the church was Jewish. They met where they had always met.
(3) The lame man – from his mother’s womb. No doubt he was lame – they all knew him.
(4) The Gate Beautiful – the Eastern Gate? – (Good spot) – v. 3 He asked alms of Peter and John.

b. The Response - 3:4-7

Peter answered,
· John was a little more laid-back than Peter

· Peter was a doer/ John a dreamer

· Peter had his feet on the rock/John had his head in the clouds

· John ran up to the empty tomb/ Peter ran right in.
· If one was to speak for the two of them, it would be Peter.
Verse 5 – “Look at us” - He gave them his attention – expecting.

Verse 6 - He said, “Silver and gold I do not have. But what I do have, I give you. 
Verse 7 - Peter took him by the right hand and his feet and ankle bones received strength.

c. The Result - 3:8-11
Stood – walked- entered the temple – walking – leaping – praising God.

No question he was healed: The people knew that he could not walk. Now they know that he can walk now. No record that he went back to the doctor. But wait, who’s writing this? Dr. Luke.

They were filled with wonder and amazement. The people gathered on Solomon’s porch.

2. The Message - 3:12-26

a. The Rejection of Christ - 3:12-18

(1) It was sad - 3:12-13
﻿“So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, ﻿﻿glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you ﻿﻿delivered up and ﻿﻿denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.”
Peter denied that he and John were anything other than the messengers of God. 

They had no special powers in them or no treasury of merit so that they could grant miracles on their own merit.

He pointed them to Jesus, but not at first. He started with the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of OUR fathers.

He glorified His servant Jesus. But you delivered Him up and denied Him before Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.

(2)  It was serious – 3:14
But you denied ﻿﻿the Holy One ﻿﻿and the Just, and ﻿﻿asked for a murderer to be granted to you,

He was the Just One. Righteous One –
· Which one of you convicts me of sin? John 8:46

· I always to what pleases my Father. John 8:29

· Even Pilate said, “I find no fault in Him.” Jn.18:38

· The dying thief said, “This man has done no wrong.”Luke 23:41
· Peter lived who with Him for three years, said, “He did no wrong.” I Peter 2:2
 (3) It was sinful – 3:15 – “you a killed the ﻿﻿Prince of life”
b. The Resurrection of Christ – 3:15b-18



﻿
(1) It is certain – 3:16

“whom God raised from the dead, ﻿﻿of which we are witnesses.

“we are witnesses”,
· He appeared to us on several occasions.

· He ate with us, talked to us, we touched Him.

· We saw Him go back to heaven.

(2) It is powerful - 3:16

“And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.”
Through faith in His name this man was healed. The Jews require a sign (2 Corinthians 1:22). Here it is.

(3) It is contained in the O.T. – 3:17-18
“Yet now, brethren, I know that ﻿﻿you did it in ignorance, as did also your ruler. But ﻿﻿those things which God foretold ﻿﻿by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.”
They should have known, but they were ignorant of their own Scriptures.

“Ignorance” is a greater insult to the leaders than the “murder of Christ.”
Jesus called them “blind leaders of the blind” (Matt 15:14)

Also, “you do err not knowing the Scriptures” (Matt. 22:29)
Ignorance is no excused; they should have known; it was in their Scriptures.


c. The Requirements for Israel - 3:19-26

(1) Peter calls them to repentance – 3:19-21

(a) The times of refreshing – 3:19

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,”
“Times of refreshing” refers to the promise that before the return of Christ there would be an outpouring of the Holy Spirit and many Jews would repent and turn to God in preparation for the Millennium. 

Many Jews had repented at Pentecost and since, but the leaders, who speak for the nation, rejected Him. The message of Peter is that if the nation will repent and then the times of refreshing (i.e. the kingdom) will come – Jesus will come.

(b) The times of restitution – 3:20-21
“and that He may send ﻿﻿Jesus Christ, who was ﻿﻿preached to you before”
Restitution means establishment or restoration.

Acts 1:6 

“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

If the nation repents their national sins they will be forgiven as John the Baptist, Jesus and the disciples announced. Then Jesus will return whom heaven must receive until the times of ﻿﻿restoration of all things, ﻿﻿which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since ﻿﻿the world began. 

What about the church?

Suppose Israel had accepted the pre-cross offer?

Was the offer a bonafide offer?
Yes!


What if they had accepted the pre-cross offer?

(2) Peter reminds them of Retribution - 3:22-24

(a) He appeals to Moses the prophet – 3:22-23

﻿“For Moses truly said to the fathers, ﻿﻿‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. [Deut.18:19] You will hear Him. It will not be done in a corner. And it shall be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.
Does that sound like 70 AD?

(b)  He appeals to other prophets – 3:24

﻿
“Yes, and ﻿﻿all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also ﻿﻿foretold these days.”
Yes, you should have known! And you are responsible!

 (3) Peter warns them of their responsibility – 3:25-26

(a) Because they are Jews - 3:25

﻿﻿﻿
“You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ﻿﻿‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
God made the unconditional covenant with Abraham and confirmed it to his son, Isaac, and to Isaac’s son Jacob, etc.

They must believe in order to receive the blessings. But, disobedience will not cancel the covenant. It is still in force until they, as a nation, accept it. It was offered in David’s time, but was rejected (Hebrews 4)
The Jews once told Jesus as a reason for rejecting Him, “we have Abraham as our father.” Their exalted position only made them all the more responsible.

The Jews who reject God’s offer will be “utterly destroyed from among the people”.

(b) Because of the Coming of Jesus.

“To you ﻿﻿first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, ﻿﻿in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.” 

Jesus was sent to them first. It is to the Jews first (Matt. 10:5; Acts 13:46; Rom. 1:16)
The kingdom cannot come until Israel accepts their Messiah.
· Then, they will be blessed.

· Then, through them, all the nations of the earth will be blessed. Gen 12:3

It is important to understand that Acts 3 is a message to the nation, Israel. They as Palestinian Jews had to repent of the national sins in order to separate themselves from a nation headed for physical destruction by the hand of God, using the Roman army under the leadership of Titus, the Roman general.
Peter is not giving a salvation (justification by faith alone) invitation. That would be “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be save and receive eternal life.” (Acts 16:30 and John 3:16).
He is telling the Palestinian Jews how they can confess their part in the murder of their Messiah and escape the temporal judgment that God is going to pour out on the nation for their national sin.

